
Inprincipioeratverbum…inthebeginningwastheWord.
AndthatWordstillspeakstoustoday,bringinglife
andhopeinaworldthatissooftendarkandtroubled.
HespeaksintoourheartsbyHisSpirit,andHespeaks
throughHiswrittenwordaswereadandstudyit.

Creatednearly1300yearsago,theLindisfarneGospelsare
astunningpresentationofHiswordintheformexpected
andappreciatedinthatday.Butbeautifulthoughtheyare,
todaymostofusfindamodernprintedEnglishtranslation
fareasiertouse.

AsyoureadtheChristmasstory,haveyoueverwondered
whatwordsMaryactuallyheard,ortheshepherds,when
theangelannouncedtheLord’sbirth?Gabrieldidn’tsay,
“Fearnot!”inKingJamesEnglish.Nor,Ithink,didhe
speakGreek,asitwaseventuallywrittenbyMatthew
andLuke.Tobereadilyunderstood,heprobablyspoke
totheminAramaic,theeverydaylanguageoftheJewsat
thattime—andofJesushimself.

AsthisChristmasapproaches,Iambeginningthe
formattingoftheNewTestamentinmodern-dayChaldean,
adirectdescendantoftheAramaicspokenbyJesusand
hiscompanions.OnceprintedinArabicscript,itwilllook
quitedifferentfromeithertheLindisfarneGospelsorour
EnglishBibles.ButitwillbetheappropriateformofGod’s
wordfortheChaldean-speakingcommunityoftoday;our
hopeisthatthisnewtranslationwillcommunicateas
clearlyandpowerfullyinthe21stcenturyastheangel’s
voicedid2000yearsago.

Wishingyouavery
HappyChristmas
andeveryblessing
intheNewYear
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In the beginning…

…was theWord


